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Cross Plains Post
The Official Newsletter of the Village of Cross Plains

From the Village
Administrator

Photo credit: Becky Ward

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS
ISSUE?

Spring and Summer are active times for extreme weather events. Here are a few simple
tips to keep in mind:
1. Pay attention, be aware and have a plan. The most effective tool to prevention is being
aware of the weather conditions so that you can plan and react properly. Often times,
people are caught off guard. Make a plan and have backups. Learn more at:
https://em.countyofdane.com/prepare
2. Keep trash cans and bins covered. Keeping trash cans and bins covered can reduce
the amount of litter from getting away during a windy day, or clogging storm sewers
during a flash flood event. It also helps keep the smell and the sight of trash covered. If
you do not utilize a trash can, consider taking out the trash bags with food items on the
morning of trash pick-up day in order to limit the potential for wildlife intrusion and
opening bags.
3. If you see a clogged storm water catch basin, report it to the Village. Consider
removing the debris if there is a storm coming. Our crews are very busy and may not
be able to remove the debris immediately.
4. There are several options to opt into receiving information. Here are a few that may be
helpful:
-Village of Cross Plains Website - You can sign up for an individual account and
elect to get notified via text message or email on all things Village, including
newsletters, alerts, construction and more! www.cross-plains.wi.us
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-TxtMyGov - The Village provides you with the option to text in Village related questions, report issues, or browse the website by keyword,
with the ease of your phone. Simply text 'Hi' to 608-413-2933 to start services. Note that this is a texting service only and regular texting
rates may apply.
-Dane County Emergency Alert - You can sign up to receive emergency notification by text, email or both. Signing up will enable county
and local officials to alert you about potentially life-threatening and public safety emergencies in your community. Residents and visitors
who sign up may be contacted through this system on behalf of local authorities with information. https://em.countyofdane.com/emergencyalerts
Project Updates:
Scenic Valley Residential Subdivision - For the next few weeks, there will be construction and a new traffic pattern along County Highway
KP (Gil's Way/Rocky Bluff Court/Cornerstone Drive). The reconstruction of this section of highway is a part of the subdivision work and will add
new turn lanes and bicycle pass lanes.
Creek Crossing at St. Francis Residential Subdivision - This 77 lot residential subdivision is located just northeast of the Village and will
extend Laufenberg Blvd. to North Hill Point Rd. with a mix of single-family homes, duplexes and a 3-acre parcel for multi-residential. The
Village recently approved the annexation of the property and approved the final plat. Construction is expected to break ground this summer.
Well Upgrades - The Village is continuing its work to improve the Village's water supply. As part of this process, the Village will need to modify
Well #2 (located in Baer Park) and the pavilion adjacent to it. The Village Board is planning for this now. Construction on Well #2 improvements
are expected to start in 2022 and will be coordinated with Well #3 construction.
Black Earth Creek Green Infrastructure Project - The Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (CARPC) is planning a community
engagement event for residents and business owners throughout the watershed. The purpose of this event is to solicit comments and have a
discussion on flooding and other watershed concerns. More information will be available on the Village's website when details are confirmed.
Additional information about the project can be found by going to: www.capitalarearpc.org/green-infrastructure-planning-in-the-black-earthcreek-watershed/
Bill Chang - Village Administrator/Economic Development & Tourism Director

From the Village President

Things are looking up! The weather is warming up, COVID vaccinations are up, stock market is up, travel is up, positivity is up, school openings are
up, job openings are up, so we are set for a great summer. If you have not received your COVID shot, please seriously consider getting one. I am
really looking forward to this summer as things return to pre-COVID status. Please enjoy the summer activities that are offered in the Village and
surrounding area.
One of my priorities over the next two years is economic development for the Village. You hear those two words all the time, but what do they
mean? For me, they mean job creation and tourism. Job creation can come from bringing in new businesses or expanding current businesses.
Seven or eight years ago, the Village Board decided to brand the Village as an outdoor activity destination. This was a great idea because we offer
fishing, hiking, biking, snowmobiling and much more. We need to expand on this idea.
Why do we need economic development? I believe Cross Plains is at the crossroads of being a bedroom community to Madison and Middleton, or
becoming a strong independent Village. I would like us to be the latter, so we need to bring in dollars from outside the Village. A good example of
this was Saturday, May 1st. The Lion's Club had Trout Days, the community put together a Village wide garage sale and we hosted a WIAA
Sectional Cross Country Meet. The Village was packed with people who were not residents and they were spending money. People who work in
the Village will likely spend money in the Village. With the pandemic ending, I believe the economy is going to take off and businesses will be
looking to expand and individuals will be looking to start up a business. The Village needs to be part of this growth. There has been a renewed
interest in outdoor activities and we need to guide that interest to Cross Plains. I will be looking at ways to bring jobs and tourists to the Village.
Another thing that makes us strong, is Village residents being part of Village government. Here are your neighbors giving back to the Village by
volunteering to be on on one of our committees, boards or commissions. I personally want to thank them for their time and hard work:
Village Board: Jay Lengfeld, Bill Brosius, Judy Ketelboeter, Kevin Thusius, Michael Pomykalski, Doug Brunner, Andy Hartman
Plan Commission: Jay Lengfeld, Bill Brosius, Judy Ketelboeter, Randy Case, Todd DuQuette, Cliff Zander, Seth Johnson
Public Safety Committee: Doug Brunner, Randy Swingen, Lori Zander, Kevin Engelien, Candace Montag
Parks & Rec Committee: Andy Hartman, Melissa Hinz, Sarah Borchardt, Jed Henry, Jennifer Bonti
Police Commission: Darrell Parrish, Ed Pelowsky, Brian Bridges, Carla Green, Mary Vassalotti
Sustainability Committee: Michael Pomykalski, Melissa Gavin, John Burandt, Steve Douglas, Kevin Thusius
Library Board: Michael Pomykalski, Mary Mirkes, Jane Varda, Erika Wagoner, Carolyn Abbot, Jennifer FitzRandolph, Diane Kalschuer
Board of Zoning Appeals: Bob Green, RJ Cashwell, Pat Andreoni, Pam Born, Jared Gundlach, Zach Roberts
Finance Advisory & Enhancement Committee: Jay Lengfeld, Kevin Thusius, Amalia Hicks, Deb Cutler, Tim Hillebrand, Jed Henry
Fire District Board: Jay Lengfeld, Kevin Thusius, Doug Brunner
EMS District Board: Jay Lengfeld
Assessment Board of Review: Jay Lengfeld, Judy Ketelboeter, Bill Brosius, Kevin Thusius, Michael Pomykalski, Doug Brunner, Andy
Hartman
Jay Lengfeld - Village President
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From the Village of Cross Plains Police Department
Hello Friends,
The summer months are just around the corner and people will be out enjoying the awesome weather and activities. I want to take
this time to educate people on pedestrian laws. The most important safety tip to reduce pedestrian injuries and fatalities is to pay
attention. You can significantly reduce your chances of being in a collision with a motor vehicle by obeying traffic rules and being
aware of dangers posed by cars in your vicinity. Make eye contact with drivers if possible and make sure that they can see you.
Both drivers and pedestrians have certain safety responsibilities that depend on both circumstances and common sense.
Drivers must:
Yield to pedestrians when crossing a sidewalk or entering an alley or driveway
Yield to pedestrians who have started crossing at an intersection or crosswalk on a "walk" signal or a green light, if there is no
walk signal
Yield to pedestrians who are crossing the highway within a marked or unmarked crosswalk at an intersection where there are no
traffic lights or control signals
Not overtake and pass any vehicle that stops at an intersection or crosswalk to permit a pedestrian or bicyclist to cross the
roadway safely
Pedestrians must:
Yield to drivers when crossing a road where there is no intersection or crosswalk or where the pedestrian does not have a green
or "walk" signal and where vehicles have a green signal
Not suddenly move into the path of a closely approaching vehicle that does not have sufficient time to yield for a pedestrian
Walk on and along the left side of a highway when not walking on a sidewalk. Note: This law does not apply to bicycles. Bicycles
operate under the same laws as other legal vehicles on the road and should always stay on the right side of the road.
Pedestrian pointers to keep in mind:
Pay attention! A recent report from the Federal Bureau of Transportation Safety concluded that the pedestrian was solely at fault in
43% of car-pedestrian collisions and that both were at fault in 13% of collisions. You can significantly reduce your chances of death
or injury by obeying traffic rules and being aware of dangers posed by cars in your vicinity. For example: 58% of pedestrian-car
crashes occur while the pedestrian was crossing the street. Pay close attention to cars in your vicinity. Make eye contact with drivers
if possible.
Take extra care at night and at dusk. Walking at night increases your chances of death or injury. Drivers cannot avoid what they
cannot see. When walking at night, wear retro-reflective outdoor clothing or shoes or lights to make yourself more visible. Avoid
wearing dark clothing. Most importantly, do not assume that drivers can see you. Always walk on the left-hand side of the road or on
the sidewalk. This way, motorists can see you and will not be approaching you from behind.
Provide proper supervision and training for children. Young children often lack the judgement and experience to make good
choices when dealing with traffic. Their smaller stature also makes them harder for motorists to see. Adults need to take special care
to teach children to behave safely when they are around automobile traffic. Supervision is crucial. Motorists are also responsible for
child pedestrian safety. Slow-down in school zones, near parks and pools and in neighborhoods. Parents dropping off children at
school are a major threat to walking children and to those leaving motor vehicles. Stay cautious after dropping off your own child.
Be safe and be well!
Chief Tony Ruesga Jr.
Cross Plains Police Department
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Getting the Pool Ready!
It's amazing what a fresh coat of paint can do! The Parks and Recreation Department, along with some volunteers from the Cross
Plains Stingrays, put a fresh coat of paint on the pool house this year. Now staff is getting the pool ready to fill so we can open the
season. The same COVID policies will be in place for this year. This includes entering through the gate near the pavilion and
library and exiting at the gate on Caesar St. For more information on pool rules, please check out our website! You can also find
out more information about our new punch pass option for this year.
Modified Pool Hours: June 1 - June 6
Pool Membership Costs
Mon-Fri: 5:30pm-8:00pm
Family - Resident - $125
Saturday-Sunday: 1:00pm-8:30pm*
Non-Resident - $155
Regular Pool Hours (Starting June 7th)
Mon-Fri: 1:00pm- 5:00pm & 7:00pm-8:30pm
Saturday-Sunday: 1:00pm-8:30pm*
*Depending on pool party rentals

Single - Resident - $75
Non-Resident - $115
Daily Passes and purchasing memberships at the pool
will not be accepted at this time. You must purchase
online or at the Village Office.

We Miss You!

We know there is a newer bigger park in
town, but don't forget about us!
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Represent the Village of Cross Plains with some swag!
Online deadline to order has been extended to Sunday, May 16th!
You can purchase your items online in 3 easy steps:
Go online to https://villageofcrossplainsfanwear.itemorder.com/
Choose your items and add them to your cart
Securely checkout with your credit card

Village of Cross Plains Parks and Recreation
Memorial Program
The Village of Cross Plains is pleased to offer this memorial program to
remember a loved one or to honor someone's special achievement. Your bench
or shade tree, will enhance the aesthetic value of our community for all to enjoy,
while preserving the legacy of a family member or friend.
The department has selected an attractive and maintenance free bench for our
parks.
The bench selected is durable and easy to maintain. A cement pad will be installed under the bench by
the department, prior to installation.
A memorial tree is a long-lasting opportunity to honor or remember a loved one. At the same time, it
improves the beauty and quality of the Village of Cross Plains Parks and Trails.
Recognition plaques for benches are 2" by 10" bronze plaque, that is attached to the back of the
bench. Plaques for trees are 6" by 12" Corian plaques, embedded in a concrete pad at the base of the
tree.
Donation Costs:
Shade Tree: $1050.00 (2" diameter tree with recognition plaque)
6' Park Bench: $1350.00 (Twelve gauge sheet steel bench. Black frame/Burgundy seat. Price includes
recognition plaque, concrete pad, installation and future maintenance costs)
For more information about this program, please contact Parks and Recreation Director - Michael Axon
608-798-3241 - maxon@cross-plains.wi.us
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Rosemary Garfoot Public Library
608-798-3881 - www.rgpl.org
Also be sure to check us out on Facebook!
Kids Summer Library Program 2021 - Tails and Tales
June 14 - August 6
Beginning June 1st, go to our website, www.rgpl.org, to preregister for the summer reading program. Do it
all online using Beanstack, and track your reading on your computer or portable device. If you prefer not to
use the online program, just ask us for a paper reading record - we've got you covered!
The summer fun starts on Monday, June 14th at 1PM with our Zoom kickoff performance featuring
magicians Magic Morgan and Liliana. If stories about nature are more your thing, Zoom in and join story
telling naturalist Coral Conant Gilles on Wednesday, July 14th at 1PM. Coral will entertain us with stories
and then guide us through a backyard exploration to see what we can find. For both the June and July
programs, we'll have special materials kits for you to pick up from the library. Our final Tails and Tales
event is August 4th with a live program featuring the Hoo's Woods Raptor Center. Meet us on the library's
front lawn at 10:30am for this fantastic program! Register for all programs on our website!
In addition to our fantastic programs, there will be a new Maker Takeaway Kit each week, and activities
kids can do at home!

Naturalist Coral Conant Gilles

Magicians Magic Morgan and Liliana

Hoo's Woods Raptor Center

Adults, We Didn't Forget You!
As for adults (ages 18 and older), we know you are busy in the summer, so we're keeping it simple.
Every time you check out a book, audiobook or magazine, you will automatically be entered into our
end-of-summer program prize drawing for an Amazon Gift Card. It couldn't be easier, so take time for
yourself to enjoy some summer reading and you could be our winner!

Puppy Pen Pals!
Thanks to a couple of new dog teams, we are extending our Puppy Pen Pals program to more kids! Help your
child practice their writing skills this summer! If you have a child who would like to have a dog pal to write to,
call Catherine to sign up at 608-798-3881. Then come and get a Puppy Pen Pal kit with pens, paper, stamps
and envelopes. Your child can start writing or drawing pictures to send to a new dog friend as soon as they
receive their first letter!

Library Roofing Project
Starting in May, the Library will be getting a new roof! We are
keeping our normal operating hours and ask the public to be aware
when they are outside on Library grounds.
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Rosemary Garfoot Public Library
StoryWalk® in the Park Takes a Summer Spin at the Library
We hope you have been enjoying the StoryWalks® in Zander Park. There is still time to view the
current poetic installation, Thank You Earth, by April Pulley Sayre.

StoryWalk® will be making its journey back to the Library during the summer months. Take a stroll
along the back of the library where you'll discover new stories displayed on the windows. Each story
will be specially selected for your viewing and reading pleasure. While you are there, enjoy the lovely
Village Park for some fun and play!

May Tween & Teen Book Clubs are Meeting on Zoom
The Tweens (ages 9-13) are reading The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster, and will meet on May 24th,
4-5PM to talk about the book. The Teen group (ages 12 and up) will be sharing their thoughts about Skellig,
by David Almond on May 28th, 4-5PM. See our website and Facebook page for more information or contact
Catherine, cabaer@rgpl.org, to sign up and reserve a book.

Wigglers & Gigglers (babies and toddlers) Tuesdays at 10am through May 25th
Big Kids Booktime (3-5 year olds) Thursdays at 10am through May 27th
Plan for loads of multi-colored fun throughout the rest of May as
we continue to explore "All the Colors of the Rainbow". When we
get to the rainbow's end on May 27th, we'll take a two-week
break. Then, on June 17th at 10AM, we are kicking off our
summer series of super once-a-week storytimes for 2-6 year olds,
who will be delighted by some terrific guest readers. Join in the
fun with us!

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Reading aloud to a child is the single most important thing you
can do to build the knowledge required for eventual success in
reading, and your home is where it begins. 1000 Books is an
easy, fun and free program that puts children on the path to
success. No child is too young, so don't wait! Contact Catherine
at cabaer@rgpl.org to find out how the program works.
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Back Five Days a Week in the Fall
Superintendent Dana Monogue reminded families the District's plan for the 2021-22 school year is to be open for in-person
instruction five days a week, along with offering a virtual option for those students and families who prefer that method.

She made those remarks at the Board of Education regular meeting at Kromrey Middle School on Monday, April 12. The School
Board's agenda setting committee also discussed five days a week of in-person instruction for the next school year on Monday
night.

Thank-you to the Outgoing Board Members
The Board of Education recognized its three outgoing members, including Cross Plains' Sean Hyland, who represented Area II, at
its regular meeting on April 12.
Hyland, along with Anne Bauer and Todd Smith, decided not to run for re-election. Each received a gift from the other six members.
A representative from the School Board also spoke about each outgoing member.
"The Board and community owe a debt to Sean. ... He based his decisions on what was best for kids, staff and the community,"
Paul Kinne said, noting Hyland served on the policy committee, Education Foundation Board and also helped pass a referendum
and hire two superintendents during his tenure.

Brian Bonti, who will represent Area II, along with Simrnjit Seerha (Area V) and Gail Shepler (Area IV), were sworn in as new
School Board members at the Board of Education regular meeting at Kromrey Middle School on April 26.

Middle School is Back In-Person
The School Board approved having students in grades 5-8 in the Universal instructional model return to school buildings four days
a week starting May 3, at its regularly scheduled meeting at Kromrey Middle School on March 22.
However, the School Board voted to have students in grades 9-12 in the Universal instructional model remain in a blended model
through the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. That means approximately half of the students will continue to attend in-person
on Monday and Tuesday, while the other half attend in-person on Thursday and Friday. Students will access instruction virtually on
the days they aren't in-person.

The School Board approved on March 15, having elementary students in the Universal instructional model, return to school
buildings four days a week. Elementary students in the Universal instructional model began attending school four days a week
starting on April 19.
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AP Exam Numbers
Participation in Advanced Placement exams remained incredibly high at MHS in 2020
More than 850 juniors and seniors took a total of 1,242 AP exams in 2020 at MHS, said Jessica Ripp, the administrative assistant
at MHS in charge of data and assessment. In 2012, there were 471 students who took 766 exams.
Wisconsin's public and private school graduates took nearly 69,000 AP exams in 2020.
MHS offers 30 Advanced Placement courses. The most popular AP exams at MHS in 2020 were psychology (324 exams), English
language composition (205 exams) and Calculus AB (193 exams), Ripp said. The post popular AP exams among all Wisconsin
students were psychology (8,921), English language and composition (7,781) and US History (5,937).

The College Board's National report showed 26% of Wisconsin's Class of 2020 scored a three or higher, on a five point scale on
AP exams during high school. The report ranks Wisconsin 11th among all states in that category, with 24.4% being the National
average.

Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Teacher Fellowship Recipients Announced
Glacier Creek eighth-grade teacher, Jen Lohr, has been named a 2021 Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Teacher Fellowship
recipiant.
Lohr, along with Kromrey band teacher, Darlayne Coughlin, were two of just 18 teachers selected in the CESA 2 region and 101
overall in Wisconsin.
Fellowship recipients are educators that have been chosen for their superior ability to inspire a love of learning in their students,
their ability to motivate others and their leadership and service within and outside the classroom.
Coughlin and Lohr will each receive $6,000, while Kromrey and Glacier Creek will also each receive $6,000.

Lohr is in her fourth year at Glacier Creek and 11th year overall in teaching. She serves on the school's PBIS Tier 2 team and has
trained in EduClimber. She earned her bachelor's degree from UW-Eau Claire and has a master's degree in educational leadership
from Viterbo.

Ordinance Updates
Please see the summaries below regarding recent ordinances passed by the Village Board. The full list of ordinances and actual
ordinance language can be found at: https://www.cross-plains.wi.us/197/Board-Ordinances. Ordinances are effective once adopted
by the Village Board and posted on the Village website and at Village Hall.
Ordinance No. 2021-2: Annex Land to the Village of Cross Plains:
This ordinance annexes 47 acres from the Town of Berry to the Village of Cross Plains for a residential subdivision.
Ordinance No. 2021-3: Repeal and Recreate Chapter 31 Relating to Building Codes:
This ordinance revises the Village's current building code to include the Wisconsin Uniform Commercial code and applies all state
commercial building codes SPS361-366.
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Cross Plains Area Chamber of Commerce and Northwest Dane Senior Services (NWDSS) Annual Golf Outing will be held on
September 17th at Lake Wisconsin Country Club in Prairie du Sac. This will be a 4 person scramble format with a 10:00am shotgun
start. Registration to the event before August 20th is $75 and $85 after the 20th. Lunch will be included. There will be prizes, raffles
and giveaways, a silent auction and a Hole in One opportunity. Please contact NWDSS at 608-798-6937 for more information!
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PJ's Pizza - PJ's Pizza will be replacing Tano's Pizza (1830 Main Street) on June 1st
and will serve pizzas, sandwiches and salads. Look for more information to come!
Vessel Café - Vessel Café will be coming to Cross Plains on July 2nd. Vessel Café is a
startup café and coffee shop that will be located at the old Cross Plains Creamery
location (1820 Main Street). The café will be an inviting gathering place for the
community to have a made from scratch breakfast or lunch, and a variety of hot and cold
nonalcoholic beverages. The service style will be fast casual so patrons can come and
go as they please on their time frame.

The Annual Village of Cross Plains Memorial Day Parade is BACK!
After taking a year off for COVID, the parade
is back! The parade route will be on Park
Street, starting at Park School and ending at
the Legion.
Immediately following the parade will be the
Memorial Service at the Legion, to
remember those that lost their lives
defending our country.
There will not be the chicken BBQ this year,
but still stick around for brats, hot dogs and
hamburgers put on by the Lion's Club of
Cross Plains.
If you are looking to be a part of the parade
this year, please contact Doc Esser at
608-798-2147. There will not be candy
allowed to be thrown this year.

**Face coverings are strongly recommended when it is not possible to maintain six (6) feet physical distancing from those that do
not reside in the same household.**
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Upcoming Garbage Dates:

May: 20, 27
June: 4, 10, 17, 24
July: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

2417 Brewery Rd.
PO Box 97
Cross Plains, WI 53528
Village Hall Phone: (608) 798-3241
Village Hall Fax: (608) 798-3817
EMERGENCY- Police, Fire & EMS: 911
Police Department: (608) 798-4100
Public Library: (608) 798-3881
School District: (608) 829-9000
Email: info@cross-plains.wi.us

Village of Cross Plains Supports a Strong Partnership with the State
Supporting a full partnership with the state, the Village Board adopted a resolution in "Support of a Strong State and Local
Partnership" at their meeting on April 26, 2021.
The resolution emphasizes the need for a strong partnership with the state to fund critical services like police protection, fire
suppression, road maintenance, snowplowing, libraries and parks that are needed to maintain quality communities and attract
families and businesses.
"The Village continues to see increasing demand on local government services, with limited revenue sources." said Bill Chang, "A
continued strong partnership with the state can only make our community stronger and help large and small communities across the
state thrive, without it future services and programs will struggle."
Cities and villages in Wisconsin, like the Village of Cross Plains, are funded in primarily two ways; property taxes and shared
revenues from the state. The demands on municipalities, unfunded state and federal mandates and inflation on the costs to buy
products and materials for our services, have not gone down, in fact, they've increased. At the same time, as demonstrated in the
graph above, the funding through the shared revenue program has decreased.
The resolution adopted by the Village Board is based on a League of Wisconsin Municipalities model being adopted by cities and
villages statewide. The Village is a League member. The League is a statewide member organization, advocating for cities and
villages large and small, rural and urban.

Visit us:
www.cross-plains.wi.us

Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/crossplainswi

