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By: Becky Ward

we are going digital!

Beginning with the January 2020 edition, the Cross Plains Post will be going
digital! The Village Board expects substantial savings due to the reduction of
printing and postage costs. In addition, a paperless newsletter is
environmentally friendly.
 
There are a few ways to sign up to get the newsletter electronically:
 
1.Go to our Facebook Page: www.bit.ly/VillageofCrossPlains and fill out the
Google form to add your email address to the list.
 
2.Email bward@cross-plains.wi.us and request to be put on the email list.
 
3.Go to our website and sign up: www.bit.ly/CPPostsignup
 
4.Call the office (608-798-3241) and ask to be added to the email list.
 
There will be some paper copies available at the Village Hall, Library and
Northwest Dane Senior Services.
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From the Village President
We are just finishing up on the Village budget. I think it is important to bring residents up to date on all parts of the Village's
finances. The Village Board and Staff have worked very hard to control spending this year. Here is a breakdown of the Village
finances:
 
Tax Bill Summary- You will see a $.50 per thousand increase from the Middleton-Cross Plains School District and about a
$.59 per thousand increase from the Village. A home with a value of $300,000 will see an increase of $23 from the County.
 
2020 Capital Budget- We have decreased this budget to $340,000 this year, from $1.6 million last year. The 2020 Capital
Budget will be spent on road replacement/repairs ($100,000), replacing the library roof ($75,000), equipment/vehicle
replacement ($80,000), flood mitigation ($30,000), software upgrades ($30,000) and fire station upgrades ($25,500).
 
2020 Operating Budget- This will increase about $222,000 from last year because of two major costs. The first is that the
Village's part of the EMS's budget increased by $95,000 with most of that cost going to a third full time employee. The second
is the increase of $95,000 to our debt service for the borrowing of the $1.6 million in last year's budget.
 
Tax Incremental Finance District #3 (TID)- Currently the TID has a negative cash flow until 2025 and will not have a positive
fund balance until 2029. We have decided to cover the TID's 2020 deficit ($50,579) with funds from the general fund's fund
balance.
 
Sewer Utility- There are two main concerns with the sewer utility: 1) an unfunded mandate to reduce concentration of
phosphorus, and 2) current negative cash flow of the utility. When the phosphorus requirement came out, it was projected to
cost the Village between 2-9 million dollars to meet the new limits. Due to recent data and testing, the Village will be able to
meet the requirements at a cost of around $800,000 ($500,000 borrowed last year and $300,000 from the sewer utility fund
balance). The current negative cash flow is due in part because of a large loan that will be paid off in 2025. Therefore, we view
the cash flow issue as a short-term concern and have decided to cover this year's shortage with the utility's fund balance.
These actions have provided no increase on sewer rates for next year.
 
Water Utility- Water rates are set by the Public Service Commission and they are currently reviewing our rates. It is very likely
that we will see an increase to our current water rates.
 
This was a short summary of the Village finances. More information will come with your tax bill. The public hearing for the
general fund operating budget and levy is December 2nd.
 
Jay Lengfeld
Village President
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A Letter From the Chief
Here are a few reminders for the upcoming months. Village Ordinance 51.08 covers parking regulations in the Village and in
particular winter parking; when we receive 2 inches of snow or more, all vehicles must be removed from the street until the
street has been plowed curb to curb. This allows our Public Facilities to quickly and efficiently get our streets cleaned up. Chapter
52.06 outlines ATV and UTV usage on the streets within the Village. Basically, a person may operate an ATV or UTV with a snow
removal device attached on a roadway or adjacent to a roadway or on a public sidewalk during the period beginning on October 1
and ending on April 30 of each year for the purpose of removing snow if such operation is necessary to travel to or from a site where
the snow removal device will be used. The travel necessary to or from the site may not exceed two miles. There also has to be a
visible amber or yellow rotating light on the vehicle. Please read the ordinance for other restrictions on their use. Lastly, the placing
of basketball hoops in the terrace area (directly behind the curb) or in the street is prohibited by Village Ordinance 61.06. If
you have one placed there, please remove it or you could be subject to a fine. All ordinances can be found on the Village's website
for your reading pleasure.
 
The School Resource Officer position is now in its second year and going very well. Although it took eight years to get the position
approved, the school district and the community are already seeing the results of Officer Rodger Siver building positive relationships
with our youth.
 
Our Drug Take Back, spearheaded by Officer Scott Kroetz, continues to take large amounts of unused medications off our streets
and out of your homes. We typically have two scheduled events a year, but don't forget that you can drop them off at the Police
Department most any week day between 7am and 3pm. Officer Kroetz is also our liaison to several community organizations such
as Northwest Dane Senior Services and Northwest Dane Cares Coalition to name a few.
 
Officer Nikki Kimball has been busy updating our business listing. A never ending task that sometimes feels like it changes daily.
Officer Kimball also hosts Coffee With A Cop. Watch for upcoming events and come and talk to us on a variety of issues.
 
Lt. Kim Ready continues to head up most of our investigations. The fact that he is not swamped all the time speaks volumes to the
safety of our community. When not busy with investigations, you will see him around town mingling with our residents. He has also
been seen playing pickle ball on occasion, although I don't think he has won a game yet.
 
Officer Ben Miller has been busy gathering support from our local businesses for the upcoming Shop With A Cop. This will be our
second year participating along with the Dane County Sheriff's Department and other local departments making sure kids have a
great Christmas. Officer Miller is also in charge of our Facebook page. I still have to shake my head about where he comes up with
some of the things he posts. Check it out!
 
Lastly, if you have not already heard, my last day as Chief for this great department will be January 10th. It truly has been the
best part of my career. The change in attitude towards our department that I have witnessed has been remarkable to watch. In 2005
the community was not even sure they wanted a police department. Now, we have become an interwoven part of your day to day
activities. I want to thank the men and women that I work with, both past and present. It has been your hard work, professionalism
and perseverance that has made the difference. It has made my time here memorable and it has been an honor to stand with you
and serve our community. I thank our great community for your support both professionally and personally. It has been humbling
and at times almost overwhelming. I hope you give the next Chief the same kind of welcome and support. So this will be my last
newsletter before I ride off into the sunset (or go sit in a tree stand). Thank you for everything over the last 14 years. It has been my
sincere privilege to serve our community.
 
Chief Tom Janssen 
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Parks and Rec Department
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Upcoming Days Off School Full Day Care!
Our After-School Club and Summer Camp staff will be offering Full Day Care for days off of school.
Your child(ren) does not need to be enrolled in our After-School Club to participate in these Full Day
Care Days! Full Day Care will be hosted at Northwest Dane Senior Services (the right side of the
building). Kids will have free play, some structured games/activities and field trip days thrown in! Care
will be offered during winter break and spring break as well. We will need a minimum number of
children to run each Full Day Care. Registration can be done online or through the Village Office.
Participants are required to bring a sack lunch as well as a morning and afternoon snack!

Fee: $43/per day/per child
Age: All school age welcome!

Time: 7:30am - 6:00pm
Location: NWDSS 1837 Bourbon Rd.

Upcoming dates:
November 27th- Thanksgiving crafts and games

December 23rd, 26th, 27th & 30th
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608-798-3881 - www.rgpl.org

Lego Club - Monday, December 2nd at 4PM
Join our popular Lego Club, where kids explore their inner engineers! This is a chance for school-
aged kids, ages 5 and up, to build and create with other imaginative kids. Whether it's a theme or do-
your-own-thing meet-up, we always have fun. Snacks are provided. Please call the library or email
cabaer@rgpl.org to sign up.

Family Yoga Night with little om BIG OM - December 16th at 6:30PM
Catch your breath with your little ones during the hectic holiday rush, and join Jamie Gale from little om Big
OM, for an evening of kid-friendly centering and yoga. Jamie's experience and delightful teaching methods
are a treat you won't want to miss. All ages are welcome. Please call the library to reserve a mat for you
and your kids.

Wigglers, Gigglers and Big Kids Galore - Storytimes at the Library
Stop by weekly for Wigglers and Gigglers storytime (babies/toddlers) on Tuesdays at 10:00AM
or Big Kids Booktime (ages 2 1/2 - 4) on Thursdays at 10:00AM. We are currently exploring the
theme, "What Makes a Family".
 

Join us on December 17th and 19th at 10:00AM, when Music Together™ teacher, Catherine
Olson, returns for two joyful musical storytimes.
 

If you'd like to be added to the storytime email list, contact Catherine at 798-3881 or
send an email to cabaer@rgpl.org. The full storytime schedule is available at
www.rgpl.org

Music & Memory™
 

Did you know the library offers the Music & Memory™ program? This program provides
personalized music playlists to help promote cognitive function and improve the lives of
those living with Alzheimer's, dementia and other cognitive disorders. Following a
personal interview by a trained and program-certified librarian, an iPod is loaded with a
carefully curated selection of music and checked out to the individual for as long as it is
wanted. We'll even update the music selections by request. More information is
available on the library's website.

Tween and Teen Book Clubs
 
Delve into a delicious book each month and enjoy a spirited chat guided by Youth Services
Librarian, Catherine. Monthly sign-up is required and selected titles are available for checkout at
the service desk. Book suggestions are welcome. Did we mention there are snacks?? Check the
library website for more information.

Read To a Dog because "no one appreciates the very special genius of your conversation as
much as the dog does," Christopher Morley
 
Chase is all ears and waiting to hear a story! Contact the library to learn how you can make Chase's day
with a good tale!
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"Cool Stuff" is, well... cool!
 
What do a Switch gaming console, a GoPro camera, a metal detector and a telescope have in
common? They are items you can borrow from the Library!  Stop by to find out more about our "Cool
Stuff" collection, an eclectic collection of things that aren't "required equipment" but are pretty great!
You must be 18 or older to check out some of the items.

Art Exhibit features Pamela Grabber
 
One of the ways the library supports the arts is by hosting art exhibits
featuring area artists. Our current show, "Bountiful Harvest", features oil
paintings by Pamela Grabber. Pamela, a print-maker by education, came to
painting as a means to an end in charting a course for the color separation
process of lithography. She often employs the grisaille technique to explore
the relationships of forms, surfaces and colors in her work. The "Bountiful
Harvest" exhibit runs through January 17th.

Author Visit - January 16th at 6:00 PM
 
Part reading, part spice lesson, join author Caitlin PenzeyMoog for a tour of the spice trade,
with an emphasis on pepper and cinnamon. Grind long pepper with a mortar and pestle, see the
tree bark that becomes cinnamon and learn some of the fascinating history and science behind
two of the world's most popular spices. Caitlin PenzeyMoog is the author of On Spice: Advice,
Wisdom and History with a Grain of Saltiness. She grew up in Wisconsin, working at her family's
spice stores. She is currently the managing editor of the A.V. Club, The Onion's pop culture
sister site. She lives in Chicago. A book sale and signing will conclude the event. Please call the
library to sign up for this free program!

Library Databases
 
The Library subscribes to a number of databases and online resources that are accessible for
FREE using your Rosemary Garfoot Public Library Card. So, if you are interested in digging
into your family history, take a look at Ancestry Library and HeritageQuest. Or, with the
holiday shopping season upon us, the full online version of Consumer Reports might be a
good resource for you. Check them all out on our website (www.rgpl.org) by clicking on the
Online Resources & Databases link under the Explore & Find tab.

Read All About It
 
Grab a free hot beverage from the Friends Coffee Cart, put your feet up and catch up on the news. The
Library subscribes to the Wisconsin State Journal, the Times-Tribune, the Star News, the Capital
Times and the Isthmus. We also offer a large number of magazines for your reading pleasure.
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The Board of Education approved the 2019-20 budget and certified the tax levy in the amount of $72,941,637 at its
regular meeting on October 28th.
 
All School Boards in Wisconsin must adopt the 2019-20 budget and certify the associated tax levy on or before
November 1st. The Board approved a preliminary budget in July.
 
Due to additional State aid and property values increasing more than the District conservatively projected, the mill rate
only increased $.50 to $10.09 per $1,000 of property value, Assistant Superintendent for Operations, Lori Ames said. The
District had projected a year ago before the 2018 referendum, that the mill rate would increase by $1.65 per $1,000 of
property value if the two questions were successful, which they were.

 Deputy Superintendent Sherri Cyra, reviewed a draft of the 2020-21 calendar, which the Board of Education approved at
its regular meeting on October 28th.
 
Staff and families were surveyed about two possible options for the 2020-21 calendar in November 2018 and this version
received support from 55 percent of each group, Director of Communications Perry Hibner said.
 
Cyra noted next year's calendar mirrors the one from this year and includes six professional development days for staff.
She noted school will start on Tuesday, September, 1st, which is the earliest day allowed by the state. School will end on
Friday, June 4th. Spring Break is also a week later than usual. Easter falls on the Sunday at the end of the break.
 
The Board did note one possible issue with the earlier final day of school. It would be difficult to hold graduation on the
Sunday before as it is Memorial Day weekend in 2021. Cyra said the District would work with MHS and CSCS staff about
when graduation should take place.

For the eighth straight year, Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District students had a composite score on the ACT
college admissions exam at least three points above the state average, according to a report released on October 16th.
 
The MCPASD Class of 2019 had a composite average of 23.8 on the ACT compared with the state average of 20.3. The
state's participation in ACT testing jumped to 100 percent for the Class of 2016 as the state joined 16 others that
administer the college admissions exam to all public school graduates.
 
MCPASD students at Middleton High school, Clark Street Community School and 21st Century eSchool, took the ACT. In
all, 528 students in the Class of 2019 took the exam.



After 12 meetings, the Internal Attendance Boundary Committee has narrowed to three potential options for elementary
boundaries and held two community forums in October to get feedback from residents.
 
Close to 200 residents attended at least one of the two community forums. The forums were held on October 21st at
Kromrey and October 24th at Glacier Creek. Each forum lasted approximately 2 hours.
 
The two options still being considered are D3.1.3 and D3.7.2. Visit the District website (www.mcpasd.k12.wi.us) to see
maps of each of the remaining options, demographic information for each one and all of the documents the committee
has reviewed since its first meeting in March.
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More from the MCPASD
Deputy Superintendent Sherri Cyra, presented the Official Third Friday enrollment count for the District at the Board of
Education meeting on October 14th. She noted that MCPASD has 7,209 students, which is 97 more than a year ago
and includes 4k.
 
That is 65 students fewer than the District projected for 2019-20. The school most below projections was Glacier Creek
(33 under). West Middleton was also under projections.
 
Glacier Creek and West Middleton were the two schools besides MHS most over capacity last year and Cyra speculated
some of the decrease there may be due to the overcrowding. Elm Lawn and Sauk Trail each have more than 20
students than they did a year ago, which is likely due to housing turnover and not new housing development. Park is
down more than 20 students, which is even more than expected, which likely indicates new housing in Cross Plains isn't
resulting in additional students yet, she said.
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Join us for the 1st Annual Cross Plains Wine Walk
Saturday November 30th from 1:00 - 5:00 PM

Tickets must be purchased in Advance online: www.bit.ly/CPwinewalk
$30 for '21 and older' before 11/20- includes stainless steel stemless wine glass

$40 for '21 and older' after 11/20
$5 Designated Driver Tickets (does not include wine glass or wine)

Free Day Camp for potty trained children ages 4-12 (50 spots) provided by CP Parks and Rec
Transportation shuttle provided by Girlie's Manor

21 Participating Businesses- Wine, Food, Scavenger Hunt, Swag Bags, Carolers & MORE!

Networking After Hours December Event: A Holiday Celebration!
Hosted by State Bank of Cross Plains

Date: Thursday, December 5th
Location: The Hilltop 4173 County Road P, Cross Plains

Time: 5pm - 7pm
What: Networking, Appetizers & Celebration!
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BOOKS WANTED!
The Friends of the Rosemary Garfoot Public
Library, are asking for donations of gently
used books, DVDs, CDs, puzzles and games

to be sold at the next book sale in May!
Please drop items off at the library during

open library hours. Tax receipts are available
upon request.

Please check out the library website for a list
of items they can and cannot accept!



Is Your Property Address

Visible From the Street?

As a reminder, the Village of Cross
Plains Village Ordinance requires all
properties in the Village have their

assigned property address numbers
posted AND visible from the street.
Visibility of your address numbers is
important for anyone trying to find
you, from repair service calls to

delivery services, but most importantly
for your safety and protection in an

emergency.
 

Are your numbers missing? Are they
hidden by an overgrown tree? Please
take a moment to view your property
from the street to see if your address

numbers can be seen.
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Upcoming Garbage Dates:
November: 21, 29
December: 5, 12, 19, 27
January: 3, 9, 16, 23, 30

2417 Brewery Rd.
PO Box 97

Cross Plains, WI 53528

Village Hall Phone (608) 798-3241
Village Hall Fax (608) 798-3817
EMERGENCY- Police, Fire EMS   911
Police Department (608) 798-4100
Public Library (608) 798-3881
School District (608) 829-9000
Email: info@cross-plains.wi.us
 

Visit us:
www.cross-plains.wi.us

Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/crossplainswi

NOV 2019 | VOL. 1.6 Page 12

We are looking for residents to become
poll workers for the 2020/21 election term.
Election dates in 2020 are February 18,

April 7, August 11 and November 3.
 

Please contact Bill for more information.
798-3241 ext 105 or email him: 

bchang@cross-plains.wi.us

Holiday Hours
November 28 & 29- CLOSED
December 24 & 25- CLOSED
December 31- CLOSED
January 1- CLOSED
 

Regular Hours: 
M-F 7:30am-4pm
 

Please take these hours into
consideration when paying
your property tax bill.

Dane County is increasing the Dog
License fees by $5.00 in 2020. This

means that the new rates are:
$15.00 for a spayed or neutered dog

$20.00 for a dog that is not
Please make sure to register your pet at

the Village Office after January 1st!


